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What KIND of whole class teaching? 

ACTIVE teaching model promoting  
high quality dialogue and discussion 

between teachers and pupils. 

Pupils are expected to play an active part by 

contributing ideas and demonstrating their 

thinking  

to the class. 

Frank Hardman et al. (2012) Interactive whole class teaching in the national literacy and numeracy strategies 



What KIND of whole class teaching? 

Sounds easy for older learners but how can we use it to teach 
the younger ones? In our case the interaction is of course 

adjusted to the age of the students. The main point is to include 
all childern in classroom activities so that they are busy doing 

the task and not misbehaving and developing their cognitive and 
linguistic skills at the same time 



Hole-class teaching …! 

One BAD example: a standard drill: sunny– repeat! – windy– repeat! – cloudy– 
repeat! Now all together: sunny-windy-cloudy x2 i od tyłu x2 number one! – 
cloudy– 2- windy– three – sunnyi Thank you.  
What’s wrong? – no context – mechanical – no secondary order thinking. 
Whole class teaching is NOT about mindless repetition of what the teacher says 
 



Hole-class teaching: likely result… 



An attractive alternative:  
Magic eyes  







Visuals as context 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org 



What’s the weather like? 

www.jigsawplanet.com 



Interactive whole class reading 



“mirror neurons do not respond to the 

sight of an object or word alone—it is 

the sight of a goal-directed action such 

as a hand grasping the object that 

sparks off these cells” 

          

Blakemore, S. and Frith, U. (2005) The learning brain: Lessons for education.  

Mirror, mirror in the brain… 



Interactive whole class singing  



Content subject as context 

www.onestopenglish.com/clil/ 



Interactive grammar practice Interactive whole class drama  



Managing whole class activities 

“When a student's entire brain is involved in 

learning, there isn't any mental real 

estate left over for challenging behavior” 

Pedersen (2010) Whole Brain Teaching 

http://www.wholebrainteaching.com 



Managing whole class activities 

• Class – yes! 

 

  • Partner check – partners back! 

 

  

• Bodies and chairs! 

  

• Criss-cross – apple sauce! 

  

• Mirror! 

  

• Teach! – Switch! 

 

  



Take your class on a journey  

Be the captain of the crew 

Involve ALL students  

 Create a variety of contexts 

 Include movement 

 Enjoy teaching! 

 

 

 

 

Teaching English to the whole class 




