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What was the question???
1) …………………………………………………..…? 

I’m from Woolton.

2) …………………………………………………..…? 

Solyanka.

3) …………………………………………………..…? 

Yes, I can. And I can play the guitar too.

4) …………………………………………………..…? 

Yes, I’ve got three.

5) …………………………………………………...…?  

On a beach in the Caribbean.

6) ……………………………………………………...? 

Yes, I love teaching the Present Perfect!



TEACHING 

GRAMMAR



Guilty Pleasure:

Something we like but feel we shouldn’t.



As teachers of teenagers, 

what is there to like about grammar?

1) Grammar is clearly not the opposite of communication. 

It’s a part of it, and speeds up the process of learning, and 

learning to use, a language. 



David Wilkins:

‘We can communicate little without

grammar. 

We can communicate nothing without

vocabulary.’
from ‘Linguistics in Language Teaching’

Edward Arnold (1972)



FURTHER READING:

‘Time to stop avoiding grammar rules’ –

Catherine Walter (The Guardian, 2012)



2) When we present grammar inductively (getting students

to work out rules for themselves), it can be thought-

provoking and mentally stimulating for the students. 





3) When we present grammar deductively (directly giving

and explaining the rules), we can feel the satisfaction of 

supplying information, teaching students something they

didn’t know before. 



‘He that teaches us anything which

we knew not before is undoubtedly

to be reverenced as a master.’ 

Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)



4) In most other school subjects, students expect to be 

‘taught’ something, to receive information. Grammar, along

with vocabulary, is the most obvious ‘information’ in our

subject.



5) With large classes of teenagers, it can be easier to teach

grammar and do (particularly written) practice than to do 

oral pairwork or groupwork.



6) Testing grammar is generally easier, less time-

consuming and more objective than testing speaking, for

example.



7) Thanks to the last two points, grammar can be a useful

tool in controlling larger, more disruptive classes of 

teenagers.



YES, BUT…
Should we ever feel guilty about teaching grammar?

1) It’s easy to forget that grammar, or knowing about

grammar, is not the goal. Grammar is a means of achieving

the goal – proficient language use.



2) Beware becoming a pathological ‘grammar obsessive’.

Teacher: How are you today, Ivan?

Ivan: Very bad. Yesterday my father have an accident.

Teacher: No, Ivan! That’s terrible!

It should be ‘My father HAD an accident.’ 

Past simple for a single, completed action with a 

specific time reference.



3) The biggest chunk of our grammar lessons should be 

student practice, not teacher presentation.



4) Are we using written grammar practice or grammar

exams, with their emphasis on grammatical precision, 

purely as a way to control the class, or even punish them?



5) Just because it can be easier to teach and test grammar

than to have students doing other types of work, that

shouldn’t mean that we don’t do all those other things.



6) Mixed abilities. Not all students ‘get’ grammar at the

same pace, or feel positively disposed towards it, or learn it

in the same way. We have to be ready to deal with this in 

and outside the classroom.









7) For any students, grammar can be complex, confusing, 

dull, and uninspiring depending on how we present and 

practise it.

As always with teenagers, motivation is the key.



‘Motivation is the art of getting
people to do what you want them
to do because they want to do it.’

Dwight D. Eisenhower



1 Challenge the students’ powers of observation

Grammar Ideas







2 Challenge the students’ general knowledge

Grammar Ideas







3 Provide interesting, information-rich contexts for

grammar practice

Grammar Ideas







Male train drivers start wearing skirts in protest!







4 Encourage students to be creative and/or react

on a personal level

Grammar Ideas





5 Use teenagers’ competitive spirit to your

advantage

Grammar Ideas



Sentence Hangman

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ _ / _ _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ _ _ _ _ _.

1 point for guessing a letter correctly.

5 points for guessing a word correctly.

10 extra points for finishing the
sentence.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ _ / _ _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ _ _ _ _ _.

BUT

-1 point for guessing a letter incorrectly.

-5 points for guessing a word incorrectly.

-10 extra points for finishing the sentence
incorrectly.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ _ / _ _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ _ _ _ _ _.

Team A: The letter S.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ S / _ _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ _ S S _ _.

Team A: The letter S.

Teacher: One point.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ S / _ _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ _ _ S S _ _.

Team B: The letter L.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ L _ _ _/ _ S / L _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ L _ S S _ _.

Team B: The letter L.

Teacher: One point.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ L _ _ _/ _ S / L _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ L _ S S _ _.  

Team A: We think the last word is

‘lesson’.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ L _ _ _/ _ S / L _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ L E S S O N. 

Team A: We think the last word is

‘lesson’.

Teacher: Correct! Five points.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ L _ _ _/ _ S / L _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ L E S S O N. 

Team B: The letter U.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ L _ _ _/ _ S / L _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ L E S S O N. 

Team B: The letter U.

Teacher: No. Minus one.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ L _ _ _/ _ S / L _ _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ L E S S O N. 

Team A: The letter I.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ L _ I _/ I S / L I _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ L E S S O N. 

Team A: The letter I.

Teacher: Six points.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ _ L _ I _/ I S / L I _ _/ _

/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/ L E S S O N. 

Team B: The letter A.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ A L _ I A/ I S / L I _ _/ A

/ _ _ A _ _ A _/ L E S S O N. 

Team B: The letter A.

Teacher. Yes. 6 points.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ A L _ I A/ I S / L I _ _/ A

/ _ _ A _ _ A _/ L E S S O N. 

Team A: The letter G.



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ A L G I A/ I S / L I _ _/ A

/ G _ A _ _ A _/ L E S S O N. 

Team A: The letter G.

Teacher. Yes. 1 point.

(At the moment, A has 13 points, B has 6)



Sentence Hangman

_ _ S _ A L G I A/ I S / L I _ _/ A

/ G _ A _ _ A _/ L E S S O N. 

Team B: We think the complete 

sentence is…



Sentence Hangman

N O S T A L G I A/ I S / L I K E/ A

/ G R A M M A R/ L E S S O N. 

Teacher: Correct. 25 points. 

Team B wins 31-13.



Nostalgia is like a grammar lesson.

She works as a teacher.

She works like a teacher.



WHY IS NOSTALGIA LIKE A 

GRAMMAR LESSON?

YOU FIND THE PRESENT TENSE 

AND THE PAST PERFECT.



A man walked into a bar…



The past, the present and the future walked

into a bar.

It was tense.





SPEAK DO HAD YOU ENGLISH SHOULD

NEED HAVE OUGHT HARDER NEEDN’T STUDIED

TO DIDN’T DONE BUT IT BETTER



You ought to have studied English harder
but you didn’t do it!

SPEAK DO HAD YOU ENGLISH SHOULD

NEED HAVE OUGHT HARDER NEEDN’T STUDIED

TO DIDN’T DONE BUT IT BETTER



6 Turn things round with the Flipped Classroom

Grammar Ideas



‘Traditional’ classroom

In class:

Teacher instructs/teaches/presents information. Students listen as a whole
class.

At home: 

Students do practice activities for homework.



Flipped classroom

At home: 

Students watch a video presentation of someone
instructing/teaching/presenting information.

In class:

Students do practice activities while the teacher monitors and helps
individuals, pairs and groups.



Flipped Classroom Videos in Gateway 2nd Edition

Short (3 to 6 minutes) grammar presentations by Dave.

One per unit, completely integrated and linked to the reading or listening
text in that unit.

Available in the Gateway 2nd Edition Resource Centre/

Online Workbook/Digital Student’s Book.









How to use the Flipped Classroom videos

1) Students watch them at home as part of their homework. They do the worksheet
and are ready to do practice in class the next day.

2) Tell students who have missed class to watch the video at home.

3) Use as back-up for your presentation for anybody who needs or
wants extra help – watch as many times as necessary.



The New Media Consortium Horizon Report

2015

While there is little national research on the effectiveness of the flipped classroom 

model as compared with traditional lectures, there are several experiments underway 

that are helping to establish a valuable baseline. Villanova University piloted four 

flipped introductory engineering classes in 2013 that were so successful that they ran 

eight additional flipped classes in the fall of 2014. Students in the bottom third 

performed on average seven percentage points better than their counterparts in a 

traditional classroom.222 Faculty at Harvey Mudd College are currently in the second 

year of a four-year controlled study comparing active learning lecture classes in flipped 

classrooms in engineering and math courses. While preliminary results show no 

significant difference in learning, metacognitive, or affective gains, students reported 

preferring the flipped classroom model because they had access to lectures online and 

could replay sections they did not understand. While class subject might be a factor in 

the success of the project, more data is needed to verify this hypothesis.223
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eight additional flipped classes in the fall of 2014. Students in the bottom third 

performed on average seven percentage points better than their counterparts in a 

traditional classroom.222 Faculty at Harvey Mudd College are currently in the second 
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How to use the Flipped Classroom videos

1) Students watch them at home as part of their homework. They do the worksheet
and are ready to do practice in class the next day.

2) Tell students who have missed class to watch the video at home.

3) Use as back-up for your presentation for anybody who needs or
wants extra help – watch as many times as necessary.

4) Use as revision in class or at home before a test or exam. 

5) Show them in class time for variety and/or listening practice and/or as part of a 
Test-Teach-Test approach.





How to use the Flipped Classroom videos

1) Students watch them at home as part of their homework. They do the worksheet
and are ready to do practice in class the next day.

2) Tell students who have missed class to watch the video at home.

3) Use as back-up for your presentation for anybody who needs or
wants extra help – watch as many times as necessary.

4) Use as revision in class or at home before a test or exam. 

5) Show them in class time for variety and/or listening practice and/or as part of a 
Test-Teach-Test approach.

6) Newer teachers could use them to get ideas for their own presentations.

7) If your students aren’t used to grammar presentations in English, use the videos 
as a gentle introduction.



7 Always have ‘No Tech’ or ‘Low Tech’ grammar

games and activities up your sleeve.

Grammar Ideas



Quick on the draw

Qui





Present perfect charades





Mime the picture





What?

Who?

How?







www.facebook.com/macmillangateway



For any questions, teaching tips, or just to keep in touch: 

www.facebook.com/macmillangateway


